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Deposits and Loans and Discounts.—The above represents 
the foundations upon which the banking credit of Canada rests. 
The expansion of that credit is shown by the figures of deposits and 
loans and discounts in Tables 42 and 43. The deposits payable after 
notice or on a fixed day (Table 42) are probably a good index of the 
deposits which are subject to cheque, and which therefore constitute 
the basis of credit as circulating medium, for although notice is 
required by law before the greater share of these deposits can be 
withdrawn, this right is seldom or never claimed, and even savings 
accounts are chequed against to a considerable extent. Certain 
deductions ought, however, to be made for deposits which are regarded 
as investments rather than as accounts to be drawn upon. 

35.—Number of Branches of Banks in Canada, by Provinces, 186S, 1902, 1905, 1915, 
1916 and 1917. 

Provinces. 1868. 1902. 1905. 1915. 1916. 1917. 
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British Columbia 
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Total 123 747 1,145 3,159 3,198 3,396 


